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Introducing adaptive goose
management in Europe

a way to improve the implementation
of the Nature Directives?
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AEWA goose species

8 species, 24 populations = 5.2-5.7m birds

Population trends
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Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis
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Greylag Goose Anser anser
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Agriculture damage compensations
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But mcreasmg goose numbers are
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Target 2.5

“Adaptive harvest management of
guarry populations is ensured at
international level.”

Indicator

“International harvest management plans
for two quarry populations are developed
and implemented”
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The first European trial of

adaptive management of -
a migratory population at |
the flyway level fegareg e

Pink-footed Goose

Anser brachyrhynchus
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A well-
defined
flyway with
few range
states
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PfG management framework: goal and objectives

Maintain favourable population
status at flyway level while taking into

account biodiversiti economic and

Maintain
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Setting a population target

A social construct achieving ‘least mutual dissatisfaction’
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Reduce damage
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Recent developments: learning by doing
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Long-term decline (100,000 in the 1990s
to 50,000-60,000 nowadays)

Action planning launched in November
2013; Plan approved in November 2015

Adaptive management scheme was
developed in 2016, leading to a hunting
ban in Finland




Goose Management: Challenges 2015

International Conference, Gram Slot, Denmark, 27-29 October 2015
Organised by Aarhus University and the National Nature Agency, Denmark
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European Goose Management Platform

Mandate (2015)

« Resolution 6.4: “Requests the Secretariat to facilitate, funding
permitting, the establishment of an European multispecies goose
management platform and process to address sustainable use of
goose populations and to provide for the resolution of human-
goose conflicts, targeting as a matter of priority Barnacle and
Greylag Geese populations for which management plans are yet
to be developed as well as the Svalbard population of the Pink-
footed Goose and the Taiga Bean Goose for which plans are
already in place, and invites interested Parties, Range States
and other stakeholders to take pro-active role in this initiative,
Including to ensure necessary resources for the maintenance
and the functioning of the platform.”
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European Goose Management Platform

Paris negotiation meeting (May 2016) — confirmation of
commitment and agreement on modalities (Paris Declaration)
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Populations to be included for a start

* Pink-footed Goose, Svalbard population; implemented
since 2012

« Taiga Bean Goose; adopted at AEWA MOPG6,
November 2015, first actions (hunting ban)

« Barnacle Goose, 3 populations
« Greylag Goose, North-west European population
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EGMP goal

Provide the mechanism for a structured, coordinated
and inclusive decision-making and implementation
process for the sustainable management of goose
populations in Europe, with the objective of maintaining
them in a favourable conservation status, while taking
Into account concerns of relevant stakeholders and the
pertinent legislative frameworks and regulations.
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AEWA International Working Group

(Range state reps, EU, stakeholders)

Management framework, Prioritisation, Recommendation, Knowledge
exchange
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An annual iterative process:
monitoring needed and involvement of
stakeholders




EGMP # European-wide mlgratory
blrd management and sustamable use

-

A good example to ensure favorable ‘
conservation status through ™~
‘sustainable harvest
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