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_________________PRESS RELEASE_______________

LEAD IN AMMUNITION & POSSIBLE ALTERNATIVES
THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT’S SUSTAINABLE HUNTING INTERGROUP PIONEERS AN OPEN DISCUSSION TO SHARE THE PROCESS, KNOWLEDGE AND INNOVATION OF AMMUNITION 
9 January 2013, Brussels – EU decision-makers, hunters, researchers and ammunition industry representatives gathered in the European Parliament for an interactive debate on the topical issue of lead in ammunition at the invitation of the Parliament’s Sustainable Hunting Intergroup. The purpose of the gathering was to cover a number of different aspects concerning both the current use of lead in ammunition and the development and use of possible alternatives.
President of the European Parliament’s Sustainable Hunting Intergroup MEP Véronique Mathieu welcomed the participants who encompassed the wide array of interest and knowledge of lead in ammunition. MEP Mathieu was joined by 3 discerning panelists who shared the experience and knowledge of their respective groups, in terms of the realities of ammunition types, their various performances and impacts. 
Javier Perez Trujillo, Professor of Materials Science & Engineering Metallurgy at the University Complutense of Madrid presented the results of the research and development of an alternative product to lead, in collaboration with the Royal Spanish Hunting Federation, represented at the meeting by a high-level delegation headed by President Gutierrez Lara. The findings demonstrate how innovation can be brought about where there is a real need. According to Perez Trujillo, the new product is similar to lead in performance and cost, can be used in any firearm and is now in production.
Mario Ge, Secretary General of the Association of European Manufacturers of Sporting Ammunition (AFEMS) outlined the views of the European industry. Ge provided an insightful overview of the industry, pointing out that any material is a potential business opportunity, and the industry is continually exploring and supporting alternative materials although lead remains the best overall material. This follows his clarification that any ammunition material must respond to two key needs: performance assurance according to well-established criteria, and sustainability – for the environment, users and the industry itself.    
Finally Angus Middleton, Secretary General of the European Hunters Federation (FACE) gave an overview of the wide range of issues surrounding the use of lead in ammunition, explaining a number of the complexities, from environmental and wildlife concerns to human health safety, as well as economic and social considerations. 

Middleton pointed out that there is a need for alternatives in wetlands. FACE fully supports the phase out of lead shot in wetlands and actively calls on national authorities to work with their hunting associations to ensure that these restrictions are implemented and effective. Ireland’s FACE Member, the National Association for Regional Game Councils, is proactively approaching the Irish Government to put the full phase-out of lead shot in wetlands in place. 
Following his outline of the various international and EU initiatives relevant for lead in ammunition, Middleton noted that in most cases, the research is not always conclusive and corrections for one aspect may have unintended consequences for other aspects. He drew attention to the extensive work being carried out by and with national hunting associations. Middleton appealed to all stakeholders to engage in these processes and not to try and dictate predetermined outcomes so as to avoid unintended consequences. 
With these purposeful points put across, MEP Mathieu chaired a meaningful discussion following the information and expertise shared by the panelists. National interests and actions were shared, providing positive and proactive models for due diligence and process in exploring the issue. MEP Luis de Grandes (Spain) and MEP Vicky Ford (UK) supported the ban of lead shot in wetlands with the latter calling for proper evidence on the actual impacts of the wider uses of lead in ammunition before rushing into restrictions that could disproportionately impact hunters and many of her constituents. MEP John Stuart Agnew (UK) followed this up by drawing attention to the fact that sports shooters - particularly clay shooters - should not be overlooked, as they share similar concerns to hunters. John Harradine from the FACE-UK Member the British Association for Shooting and Conservation spoke about the UK Lead in Ammunition Group, which is following due process for this deeply complex issue and working to inform the government for any potential policy development. Similarly, the German Hunters’ Association representative Anna Martinsohn explained that the German hunters are working with the National Research Institute for Risk Assessment and the Food Safety Authority on a major study into lead in ammunition; the findings of which will be shared at a Conference in Berlin this March. 
MEP Véronique Mathieu closed the Meeting by recalling that “in certain conditions, lead could present a risk for the environment and human health. Hunters are conscious of this and have proactively put preventative measures in place to address the specific risk conditions. Nevertheless, it is important to be reasonable and understand that the effects of lead’s toxicity in human health depend on the quantity ingested. For now it has not been demonstrated that any potential residual lead in game meat could have any influence on health. The area of the wound channel is generally not consumed. The rest of the meat is only eaten in small quantities by the potentially vulnerable groups, namely pregnant women and children. We must have a realistic view of the associated risks and work towards commensurate solutions”. In order to continue the discussion and find appropriate measures at each stage of reflection, MEP Mathieu suggested that a further meeting be held later in the year involving a wider number of stakeholders and to further explore the various issues as well as emerging solutions. 

***ENDS***

Notes to editors: 

The European Parliament’s Intergroup Sustainable hunting, biodiversity, countryside activities and forestry – the Sustainable Hunting Intergroup is a unique political platform. The President is MEP Véronique Mathieu. An official body of the European Parliament, it is an expert group that brings together MEPs from different political groups to discuss a common topic. The Sustainable Hunting Intergroup was created in 1985 and is one of the oldest and biggest (most number of MEPs) in the Parliament. Since then, it has consistently attracted interest and impact with its debates and events. 

The Secretariat for the Sustainable Hunting Intergroup is provided by FACE (Federation of Associations for Hunting and Conservation of the EU) since its inception, and has been more recently co-supported by the European Landowners’ Organization (ELO).
FACE represents and promotes the interests of over 7 million European hunters in accordance with sustainable use of wildlife. It is an international non-profit making NGO whose Members are the national hunters' associations within 36 states of the Council of Europe, including the EU27, as well as 4 Associate Members. www.face.eu
For more information please contact Marilise: marilise.saghbini@face.eu or +32 2 732 6900
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