  PRESS SUMMARY: FACE General Assembly & 35 Year Celebrations

FACE CELEBRATES 35TH ANNIVERSARY
EU Environment Commissioner Janez Potočnik thanks FACE in a special address supporting the preservation of Europe’s species and habitats 
FACE celebrated its 35 years of working together for hunters, society and nature during a series of gatherings last week. 

FACE GENERAL ASSEMBLY - 6 SEPTEMBER
The representatives of the European hunting world from 25 countries gathered in Brussels for the annual FACE General Assembly on Thursday 6 September. The intensive meeting covered a broad range of topics impacting on hunting in Europe, with FACE Members discussing its activities in FACE’s 12 work areas, each crucial to hunters - ranging from Member Services, to Animal Welfare & Health, Firearms & Ammunition and of course Nature & Wildlife Conservation.The wide variety of issues discussed is representative of the importance and breadth of the EU’s influence. 
FACE Leadership Elections
FACE is the largest democratically representative body for hunters in the world, with elections for its President, representative Board and Bureau taking place every three years. Each country represented within FACE receives one vote. The Board is composed of the 5 biggest hunting countries as well as 6 representatives covering each of Europe’s regions (see graphic at end for new composition 2012-15). 

Gilbert de Turckheim was unanimously re-elected by the FACE membership as FACE President. As FACE President during the past 9 years, Gilbert has chaired FACE’s main gatherings and led the organisation through a time of great change. His success in the role has made him by far the longest-serving President FACE has ever had. 
FACE’s long-standing Secretary-General Yves Lecocq officially stepped down after 28 years in the role and FACE’s Chief Executive Angus Middleton who has led the FACE Secretariat in Brussels for the past 4 years was unanimously named FACE’s Secretary-General, thus consolidating the two roles. 

The intensive meeting was followed by a special evening Reception in the heart of Brussels’ EU Quarter where FACE Members Delegates celebrated with key officials from the European Commission and Parliament, long-standing FACE personalities, partner conservation organisations and industry representatives.
35 YEAR CELEBRATIONS DAY - 7 SEPTEMBER
Member of the European Parliament & President of the European Parliament Sustainable Hunting Intergroup Véronique Mathieu opened the Day by expressing her deep support for FACE and its aims in a speech where she also paid homage to FACE President Gilbert de Turckheim before he took the floor for the President’s Address. 
EU Environment Commissioner Janez Potočnik gave the day’s key note address, congratulating FACE on its achievements and also provided points of consideration as well as a perspective on specific issues such as Large Carnivores, Natura 2000 and Invasive Alien Species. The Commissioner took questions from FACE Members and provided an opportunity for open dialogue between the European hunting representatives and the leader of European environmental policy. 
The Commissioner appreciated FACE’s contribution and constructive role in the conservation of Europe’s nature. He emphasised the positive impact FACE and its members have made since 1977 and its exemplary dialogue and collaboration with other conservationist stakeholders. He especially mentioned the Sustainable Hunting Initiative as a “very good example of constructive dialogue between all different parties involved and shows how much can be achieved through proactive involvement and cooperation.” Commissioner Potočnik concluded his speech “by thanking you once again for your involvement and support, your constructiveness and readiness to help and cooperate.”
Yves Lecocq, FACE’s longstanding Secretary General of 28 years, charted the history of hunting in Europe with a dynamic session – FACE: 35 Years in the Making, reflecting on the great milestones for hunters and other conservationists in Europe since 1977. The presentation included interventions by FACE founding fathers, personalities and longstanding partners. This Celebrations Day was more than the chance to reflect on the past, but rather to draw on the 35 years of knowledge and experience in the evolution of hunting and conservation in Europe so as to best inform our shared future.
Building on this invaluable experience gained through FACE’s Members and Partners, the European hunting community engaged in an interactive thought-provoking panel discussion on The Outlook for Hunting featuring high profile speakers including eminent wildlife biologist John Linnell, key officials from the European Commission Nick Hanley and Eric Peters. The session was moderated by Dr. Michl Ebner, a long-standing Member of the European Parliament and now Honorary Member of FACE. In contrast the Members’ General Assembly the day before where FACE’s work was discussed in technical detail, this session looked at the greater picture of hunting in Europe and raised the big questions surrounding our future. The panelists agreed on the great challenges that await hunting and hunters in Europe, to be shaped by political and economic factors, the future of the EU, and our ever-changing society and the impact of mass urbanisation. The benefits hunting does have for society and the potential it has to offer Europe in the 21st century were also outlined. Consensus existed on the importance of clearly profiling the benefits of hunting and finding a dialogue with the public and also other conservation stakeholders so as to improve understanding and sustain hunting in the future. A prominent message was that in these challenges lie great opportunities. 
Judge Nicholas Forwood, EU Court of Justice provided the verdict of the day, noting the importance of the 35 year retrospective session, and quoting British historian Arnold Toynbee of the rise and fall of civilizations “History not used is nothing, for all intellectual life is action. Like practical life, and if you don’t use the stuff well it might as well be dead.” Forwood highlighted the political life of FACE, and the fact that organisations thrive together when they have a clearly identified common purpose. He drew on the message that any ‘enemy’ of hunting needs to be identified as a problem or issue rather than a specific group – something that FACE has done with great success in the past 35 years, finding the common ground with seemingly opposing groups. The critical impact of perceptions of issues was underlined, and how best to manage the public perception of hunters and hunting in an ever-changing and rapidly urbanising world whilst continuing to provide a solid scientific base for the activity. Forwood gave his judgment by recalling Véronique Mathieu’s opening words: FACE has shown over its last 35 years that it is indeed “a reliable partner with great added value”. Forwood judged that “the added value is still going to be necessary, even more so than in the past and I personally hope as I’m sure everyone in this room does that we will see that contribute to a revaluation of the hunter in the eyes of the average European citizen.”
The high-profile nature of the speakers, panelists and participants reflect the impact and recognition FACE has achieved in the last 35 years - the benefits of which are felt not only in Brussels but in every hunter’s experience in Europe. As FACE steps forward for European hunters, to address an increasing number of challenges, it does so with a breadth and depth of shared experience, and a deep appreciation of its Members, the individual hunters they represent, of Europe, of nature, of people and of politics. 
FACE President Gilbert de Turckheim closed the day by conveying vivid pictures of the individual hunter – whether it be a Finnish hunter, waking at dawn and heading out with his dog in freezing conditions or a Southern European hunter who waits all summer for the passing of the birds – reminding us all to think upon the passion that unites hunters. “Hunters are absolute determined to engage in the discussions and dialogues so as to ensure the future for the beautiful nature and hunting of Europe”. 
**ENDS**
NOTES TO EDITORS 
PHOTOS & LINKS
FACE Members’ General Assembly Meeting on Thursday 6 September: http://www.flickr.com/photos/face_eu/sets/72157631510117314/ 
FACE 35 Years Celebration & Reception: http://www.flickr.com/photos/face_eu/sets/72157631510509624/ 
Keynote Address by the Environment Commissioner Janez Potočnik is available through the Commission Releases in English only: http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=SPEECH%2F12%2F593&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
WHAT IS FACE?

FACE is the European Federation of Associations for Hunting and Conservation. 

Established in 1977, FACE represents the interests of Europe’s 7 million hunters as an international non-profit-making nongovernmental organization (NGO). 

FACE is made up of its Members: national hunters’ associations from 38 European countries including the EU-27. FACE also has 4 Associate Members and has its Secretariat in Brussels. 

FACE upholds the principle of sustainable use, has been a member of the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) since 1987, and more recently of Wetlands International. FACE works with its partners on a range of hunting-related issues, from international conservation agreements to local implementations with the aim of sustaining hunting across Europe. www.face.eu 
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LIST OF 25 ATTENDING FACE MEMBER COUNTRIES:
· Austria     

· Belgium

· Bulgaria

· Czech Republic

· Denmark

· Estonia

· Finland

· France 
LIST OF SPEAKERS AND PANELLISTS: 
*more information available on request
· Janez Potočnik, EU Environment Commissioner
· Véronique Mathieu, Member of European Parliament & Current President of the European Parliament Sustainable Hunting Intergroup
· Michl Ebner, FACE Honorary Member, Member of European Parliament 1994-2009
· Nicholas Hanley, Head of Unit International Relations & Enlargement, European Commission, DG Environment
· John Linnell, Senior Researcher, NINA (Norwegian Institute for Nature Research)

· Eric Peters, Advisor at the Bureau of European Policy Advisors of the President of the European Commission
· Nicholas Forwood, Judge at the EU Court of Justice
· Gilbert de Turckheim, FACE President 
· Angus Middleton, FACE Secretary General & Chief Executive 
· Yves Lecocq, Senior Policy Advisor, FACE Secretary General 1983-2012
· Giovanni Bana, FACE Co-founder, Current Vice-President (Italy) and Former President
· Theo Veen, FACE Co-founder, Former FACE Board Member, Former Director of Royal Dutch Hunters’ Association (Koninklijke Nederlandse Jagers Vereniging)
· Anne Teller, European Commission, Directorate-General for Environment, Nature and Biodiversity
· Peter Lebersorger, Austrian Central Hunting Federation (Zentralstelle Österreichischer Landesjagdverbände)
· John Swift, FACE Treasurer General   
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:

Marilise Saghbini, Communications Manager, marilise.saghbini@face.eu - +32 4 98 56 70 21
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