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 FACE communications 

Develop and support national communication strategies, promoting 

dialogue between all relevant interest groups, and noting cultural 

sensitivities. These strategies should be aimed to the conservation of 

bird population and based on the following principles: 

 

(i.) this is about illegal killing of birds, not legal hunting; 

(ii.) zero tolerance of illegal killing of wild birds;  

(iii.) recognition of legal hunting and sustainable use. 





Non-Binding Charters & Codes of 
Conduct  

Bern Convention charter on Hunting and 
Biodiversity (2007) 
 
In particular the principles; 
•  No. 2 - Ensure that regulations are 

understandable and respected; 
•  No. 3 - Ensure that harvest is ecologically 

sustainable;  
•  No. 8 - Empower local stakeholders and hold 

them accountable; 
•  No. 11 - Encourage cooperation between all 

stakeholders 
 

Partly targeted at hunting tourism to ensure it 
stays within the boundaries of legality/wise use. 



Mediterranean Region  

• Italy, Greece, Spain, partially France, 
Portugal, Malta, Cyprus, Croatia etc. 

• Hunting activities: strong tradition on bird 
hunting and trapping, particularly migratory 
birds 

• Important breeding sites for endangered 
raptors es. Lanner falcon and Bonelli’s Eagle. 



Actions of Hunters 

• Communications 

– Press releases 

– Awareness-raising 

– Education: Campaigns; Look alike species;    

 

• Monitoring 

– Stronger collaboration between local communities  and law 
enforcement bodies  

– Proper warden system 

– Some hunting associations training authorities on IK 

 



ITALY 

• Italian Hunting Federation (FIDC) participates in the 
National Action Plan on Illegal Killing, suggesting 
actions and IK tipologies 

 

• FIDC provides 2712 voluntary guards that give 
surveillance of whole territory, cooperating with 
authorities 

 

• FIDC condemn all illegal killing events 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ITALY: FIDC supported Geronticus eremita reintroduction 
project, starting a surveillance system with proper guards, 

in strict cooperation with Waldrappteam 



Look-alike species: how to recognize them 
in the FIDC magazine: six number with 
pages dedicated. 

280.000 copies are sent 6 times/year 
to hunters and institutions. 



Look-alike species: how to recognize them in the 
FIDC magazine: six number with pages dedicated. 





Communication 

Provide advice on how to communicate 

1. our Hunting Federation is outraged, 
horrified, shocked...  

 

2. Quote distancing association from illegal 
killing and condemning the activity...  

 



Enforcement  

Best example: Malta 

• MEPA, Wild Birds Regulation Unit, police & 
armed forces & others (voluntary)  

• High intensity of inspections 

• High penalties for infringements 

 



National action on wildlife crime 

Greece – Game Guard Body 
• In cooperation with Hellenic Hunters 

Confederation (FACE Member) 
• In last 10 years more than 1,000,000 

inspections have been carried 
out and in excess of 18,000 violations 
- continuous decrease in offenses 
over the years  

• Hunting licences contribute to all of 
the costs of 7 million euro annually – 
including salary of 400 game guards 
 
 



Recommendations 

• Legal & Institutional Issues  
– Greater enforcement;  

– Not necessarily stricter regulations :  

• Conservation & Monitoring 
– Stronger collaboration between local communities  and law 

enforcement bodies  

– Some hunting associations training authorities on IK 

– Focusing on commercial binding to illegal killing 

• Education & Awareness Raising 
– Communication is key 

– Awareness-raising: Hunter-driven/Self-imposed ethics  

– Education: Campaigns; Look alike species;    

 

 



Future actions 

• Monitoring 

– Stronger collaboration between local communities  and law 
enforcement bodies  

– Some hunting associations training authorities on IK 

• Research  

-Recommendations for future research on illegal killing: 

 cooperation with hunter’s association 

– Med Region/FACE future work on/approaches to illegal killing 

 

USE REALISTIC - NOT EMOTIONAL APPROACH 
 

 

 

 



Thanks for your kind 
attention 


