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THE COUNTRY

The area of Republic of Turkey is 814 578 squ.kmThe area of Republic of Turkey is 814 578 squ.km

3% in Europe (Trace), 97% in Asia (Anatolia)3% in Europe (Trace), 97% in Asia (Anatolia)

Population of Turkey is 75.6 millions (65% urban)  Population of Turkey is 75.6 millions (65% urban)  

35% arable, 27% forest, 27% Steppe, 11% settlements35% arable, 27% forest, 27% Steppe, 11% settlements

Turkey consists of three different biogeographic 
regions; Caucasian mountain forest with the 
temperate deciduous forest including alpine 
meadows, Central and Eastern Anatolian Steppe 
Grassland, and the Mediterranean Region

Turkey consists of three different biogeographic 
regions; Caucasian mountain forest with the 
temperate deciduous forest including alpine 
meadows, Central and Eastern Anatolian Steppe 
Grassland, and the Mediterranean Region
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Mediterranean Coast
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Mediterranean Coast
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PROTECTED AREAS
• 80 wildlife conservation areas totaling to 1.2 million 

hectares of land have been legally put aside by the Land 
Hunting Law for the protection of rare game species

• In addition, there are 362 protected areas covering 
almost 1 million hectares of land designated under the 
National Parks Law (2873)

• Besides, there are 2379 other protected areas established 
by the Forest Law (6831), the Cultural and Natural 
Resources Protection Law (2863), and the Environment 
Law (2872)

• Altogether 2821 protected areas covering 5.64 million
hectares of land account for 7.24 % of Turkey’s total land 
surface. 
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GAME MANAGEMENT
AUTHORITY

General Directorate of Nature Protection
and National Parks (GDNPNP) under the
Ministry of Forestry and Water Affairs. 

• Organization of GDNPNP is comprised of 7 departments
and 41 divisions at the Headquarters.

• Country organization of GDNPNP has 15 regional
directorates, 81 provincial directorates, 10 national park
directorates, and 105 district offices.

• A total of 1784 people is employed (233 administrative,
• 578 tecnical, and 973 supporting staff).
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LEGAL FRAMEWORK

• Hunting Law coded 3167
(1937-2003)

• Land Hunting Law coded 4915
enacted in 2003
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LEGAL FRAMEWORK
• Land Hunting Law coded 4915 was

prepared in accordance with the legislation
of EU and enacted in 2003.

• The new law includes amendments
concerning the ecological, socio-cultural,
and economical dimentions of game
and wildlife management.
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SOCIO-CULTURAL DIMENSION

Compulsary training in obtaining hunting licenseCompulsary training in obtaining hunting license

Compulsary broadcastingCompulsary broadcasting

Voluntary wardens to control illegal huntingVoluntary wardens to control illegal hunting

Cooperation with village governing council Cooperation with village governing council 

Reorganization of Central Hunting CommissionReorganization of Central Hunting Commission
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ECOLOGICAL DIMENSION

Measures for protection of species and their habitats 
including predators
Measures for protection of species and their habitats 
including predators

Establishment of hunting grounds with appropriate 
game management plans
Establishment of hunting grounds with appropriate 
game management plans

Legal framework for rehabilitation of ecosystemsLegal framework for rehabilitation of ecosystems

Regulation on trade of wild animals and their 
trophies 
Regulation on trade of wild animals and their 
trophies 

Regulation on captive breeding Regulation on captive breeding 
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ECONOMICAL DIMENSION

Revenue generated from hunting permits and Revenue generated from hunting permits and 
leased hunting groundsleased hunting grounds

Revenue generated from hunting tourismRevenue generated from hunting tourism

Contribution of  hunting equipment store ownersContribution of  hunting equipment store owners

Contribution of wild animal breeders and tradersContribution of wild animal breeders and traders

Fines paid for hunting offencesFines paid for hunting offences
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IMPLEMENTATION
Implementation of Land Hunting Law coded
4915 was enforced by the annual decisions
of Central Hunting Commission on the
following issues.

• Determination of species to be protected 
and species to be hunted

• Determination of permitted and prohibited
hunting grounds

• Opening and closing date of hunting season
for species groups accoording to regions

• Bag limits per hunter
• Determination of permited hunting methods
• Determinatiın of permitted hunting days



26/58

IMPLEMENTATION
The following implementation regulations
are prepared; 
• Education of Hunters
• Hunting Ground Management
• Working Principles and Procedures of Central Hunting Commission
• Working Principles and Procedures of Voluntary Hunting Inspectors
• Establishment and Management of Wildlife Protection and

Improvement Areas
• Establishment and Management of Wildlife Breeding Stations
• and Rescue Centers
• Principles and Procedures of Hunting Tourism
• Wildlife Trade
• Protection of Game and Wild Animals Together with Their Habitats
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WILDLIFE INVENTORY

• Rapid appraisal of wild fauna of Turkey
• Inventory of big game species which are

allowed to be hunted within the scope
of hunting tourism

• Inventory of water birds for trend analyses 
• Inventory of other small game species

on hunting ground basis
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DISTRIBUTION OF WILD ANIMALS IN TURKEY
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POPULATION ESTIMATES of BIG MAMMALS

SPECIES ESTIMATED
POPULATION SIZE

Red deer 6000 ‐ 6500
Fallow deer 150 ‐ 200
Roe deer 15000 ‐ 20000
Wild goat 50000 ‐ 60000

Anatolian mouflon 800 ‐ 850
Mouflon 300 ‐ 500
Gazelle 1500 ‐ 2000

Mountain gazelle 400 ‐ 500
Chamois 6000 ‐ 7000
Wild boar 400 000 – 450 000
Brown bear 4000 ‐ 4500

Wolf 6000 ‐ 7000

Hyena 300 – 500
Work is in progress

Lynx 5.8 individual/10000 ha
Work is in progress

Caracal High density in some areas
Work is in progress





DETERMINATION of ANNUAL HUNT
PER SPECIES

AH = ((TAUSHG   X  HGCC)/100))  X  HC 

 

AH: Annual Hunt 

AUSHG:  Area used by the Species within Hunting Ground 

HGCC: Hunting Ground Carrying Capacity 

HC: Coefficient of Hunting 



AMOUNT OF WATERBIRDS HUNT PERMITTED PER YEAR

SPECIES
AUSHG

(Milyon ha)
HGCC

Individual/100 ha
HC AH

Snipe (Gallinago gallinago) 1 10 2.00 200 000
Coot (Fulica atra) 1 10 2.00 200 000
White-Fronted Goose (Anser albifrons) 1 6 1.00 60 000
Mallard (Anas platyrhynchos) 1 12 1.00 120 000
Gadwall (Anas streperas) 1 12 1.00 120 000
Wigeon (Anas penelope) 1 8 1.00 80 000
Teal (Anas crecca) 1 12 1.50 180 000
Red-Crested Pochard (Netta rufina) 1 12 1.00 120 000
Tafted Duck (Aythya fuligula) 1 8 1.00 80 000
Pintail (Anas acuta) 1 10 1.00 100 000
Scaup (Aythya marila) 1 8 1.00 80 000
Pochard (Aythya ferina) 1 10 1.00 100 000
Common Scooter (Melanitta nigra) 1 6 1.00 60 000
Garganey (Anas querquedula) 1 8 1.50 120 000
Goldeneye (Bucephala clangula) 1 6 1.50 90 000
TOPLAM 1 710 000
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MANAGEMENT of PREDATORS

• Predators are managed according to the
international conventions.

• All birds of prey are under protection
except Sparrowhawk (Accipiter nisus)
used in Falconry.

• Big predators such as bear, wolf,
hyena, Caracal, and lynx are also
under protection. 
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Thanks 
for your patience


