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Win a hunting invitation in Argentina! 
 

Can you make yourself available at short notice and 
book a flight to Argentina in May or June of this year? 
Participate then immediately in our exclusive 
competition for FACE Di@ry readers by replying to the 
simple question below and have an excellent chance to 
win:  
  
5 days hunting for Turtle doves + 1 Wild boar in 

Argentina (Province of La Pampa) including 
accommodation, meals and drinks, interpreter / 

guide, firearms, permits & transfer from / 
to Santa Rosa Airport 

 
(not included: flights, ammunition, tips and 

personal expenses) 
  

generously donated by 
Las Isletas  from La Pampa, Argentina  

www.argentinacaza.com 

 
Question 

 
How many European countries are Full Member 
of FACE? 
o 17  o 27  o 36 
 

Subsidiary question 
How many answers (right or wrong) will we 
receive by 10th April? 
 
Send your reply by e-mail (info@face.eu) or fax 
(+32.2.732 70 72) to FACE by Tuesday 10 April at the 
latest, when we will draw the lucky winner and inform 
him/her of the result. 
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InterFACE... 
Read on and discover what is happening in the hunting 
community across Europe!  
 

       
Newsletter no. 03/ 2007  
The “FACE’ s H.Q. - Diary” aims to provide every month very short 
but up-to date information on what the FACE team in Brussels is 
currently working on, its meetings and visits, projects and ideas… 
This information is presented in brief contributions by each of 
FACE ’s multi-cultural staff members, in her/his own words. 
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05.03.2007 
How to define “humane 
trapping standards”?  
The visit of the President of UNAPAF, the French 
organisation of registered trappers, to the FACE H.Q. 
was extremely useful for the "biodiversity" team to 
better prepare its forthcoming survey  on traps and 
trapping methods in the EU, as part of a European 
Commission funded contract on humane trapping 
standards. This will not be an easy task, because the 
issue is complex and goes well beyond "normal" 
hunting practices and legislation, as "non-game" 
species (such as Muskrat) need to be covered by this 
survey as well. With the assistance of a network of 
national experts, FACE intends to complete this task 
before the summer. There can be no doubt that 
its outcome will be highly relevant to other hunting 
disciplines as well, not in the least because the debate 
on "avoidable suffering" is becoming generalised. 
 
 
06.03.2007 
Cooperation on wildlife 
management issues 
The Director and the wildlife biologist of the H.V.V. - 
the Flemish part of the Royal Saint Hubert Club (the 
Belgian FACE Member) - examined with the FACE 
"biodiversity" team how best to cooperate on gathering 
data, relevant reports and publications and on 
exchanging information on a wide range of wildlife 
management issues. Such cooperation seems 
promising, as both organisations have their H.Q. only a 
kilometre or so apart, so that some kind of "shared” 
documentation centre certainly makes sense. 
 
 
07.03.2007 
11th Biodiversity Expert Group 
meeting 
The Biological Data Manager from the FACE office, 
along with Ian DANBY, Biodiversity Officer from BASC 
(UK), participated in the 11th meeting of the European 
Commission’s Biodiversity Expert Group in Brussels. 

Together with representatives from the Member States 
and other NGOs, they discussed, among other topics, 
the inter-institutional responses to the Biodiversity 
Communication, “Halting the loss of Biodiversity by 
2010 - and beyond”, produced in May 2006. Also on 
the agenda was the implementation and work 
planning of the Action Plan associated to this 
Communication. Currently the Commission is 
examining how best to improve collaboration between 
European level, Member State Level and local 
stakeholders, and how to avoid overlap of work 
between the different governance structures, such as 
the Committees of the “Birds” and “Habitats” 
Directives. A "Concept Paper" on this subject is being 
drafted by the Commission and will be presented at 
the Nature Directors' meeting in Potsdam, Germany, 14-
16 May 2007.  
 
 
10.03.2007 
ESSF takes stock on  
the “Firearms” Directive 
The European Shooting Sports Forum met at the 
international IWA trade fair in Nuremberg (over 1,000 
exhibitors from some 100 countries worldwide, 
presenting their latest products in relation to hunting, 
sport-shooting, outdoor recreation, etc.) to examine in 
particular the current situation on the amendment of 
the 1991 "Firearms" Directive. The FACE S.G. 
informed other representatives of what is going on at 
the European Parliament and what initiatives have 
been taken, and still need to be taken, to make sure that 
the outcome of the final vote in plenary will not result 
in unjustified restrictions on hunters and sport-
shooters.    
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12.03.2007 
Waterbirds around the world 
In April 2004 the Waterbirds around the world Conference 
was held in Edinburgh, UK, organised by Wetlands 
International, the UK and Dutch Governments and their 
agencies. The outcome of this conference, where FACE 
was well represented, was the Edinburgh Declaration, a 

list of actions for governments 
for the conservation of 
waterbirds and their habitats. 
The proceedings of this 
conference have now been 
produced in the format of a 950 
page book, Waterbirds around the 
world, a true encyclopaedia on 
migratory waterbirds, 
presenting data from 162 
countries on 614 species and 

involving hundreds of scientists. 
The launch of the book took place in The Hague in the 
presence of Ministers for nature from the UK and 
Dutch Governments, together with leading 
representatives of global “wildlife” conventions. 
FACE, as one of the sponsors of the 2004 Conference, 
was represented at this event by its Biological Data 
Manager  Cy GRIFFIN. 
The book can be ordered from: 
http://www.nhbs.com/title.php?bkfno=163090&ad_i
d=31  
or downloaded from: 
http://www.jncc.gov.uk/Default.aspx?page=3891 
 
 
14.03.2007 
E.P. Intergroup discusses 
CITES  
Namibia as a country, and southern Africa as a region, is 
committed to the sustainable use of wildlife resources. 
Hunting is the result of good conservation and good wildlife 
management. We therefore call on the international 
community to avoid making conclusions and decisions about 
hunting and trade in wildlife without considering the 
potential impacts of such decisions on other countries and 
successful conservation and development models.  

The EU plays a key role in CITES and is also one of the most 
important markets for our hunting trophies. I trust that 
CITES, which will convene in June 2007 in The Hague, 
Netherlands, will make its decisions on objective scientific 
information versus emotionalism, facts versus 
misinformation, respect for the conservation achievements of 
our rural communities rather than undermining their 
efforts.       
These are the very words used by the Minister of 
Environment and Tourism of Namibia, Honourable 
Willem KONJORE to conclude his presentation to 
Members of the European Parliament at the joint 
meeting of the Intergroups “Sustainable Hunting, 
Biodiversity & Countryside Activities” and “Sustainable 
Development” in Strasbourg. This meeting, which was 
co-chaired by the Presidents of these two Intergroups, 
respectively Michl EBNER (It) and Struan 
STEVENSON (UK), specifically addressed the role of 
sustainable use of wildlife in relation to the next 
Conference of the Parties (CoP14) of the Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna 
and Flora. 
Another African representative taking the floor was the 
Ambassador of Botswana to the EU, H.E. Ms Claurinah 
T. MODISE, who also defended the right of her 
country to use its wildlife in a sustainable manner, 
presenting well-regulated hunting as a particular form 
of ecotourism, providing local communities with 
incentives for co-existing with potentially 
“problematic” species (e.g. the 150,000 elephants living 
in Botswana). 
A key-official of the European Commission, D.G. 
Environment, underlined the important role CITES can 
play in the conservation and sustainable use of 
biodiversity by regulating international trade. Use of 
wildlife in the framework of CITES should comply 
with the principles of sustainability as well as with 
conservation aspects, preferably contributing to the 
livelihood of local communities. When that is the case, 
trophy hunting can be endorsed by the EU on a case-
by-case basis.  
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MEPs present unanimously adopted a Joint 
Declaration, calling upon the EU to recognise fully the 
importance of sustainable trade in CITES-listed species 
in providing funds for rural development and wildlife 
conservation and to support the proposals of the Range 
States that wish to promote at CITES CoP14 
sustainable use of wildlife as a tool for conservation. 

Immediately after the Intergroup 
meeting, MEPs, foreign guests, 
Commission officials, parliamentary 
assistants and various NGO 
representatives attended a reception 
at the European Parliament, 
generously sponsored by the Safari 
Club International Foundation. In a 
pleasant and informal atmosphere, 
participants from Europe, North 
America and Africa had the opportunity to get to know 
each other and to learn more about the conservation 
and humanitarian projects undertaken worldwide 
by the Foundation (see www.sci-foundation.org) 
represented by SCI Vice-President "Conservation" Joe 
HOSMER.   
The FACE S.G. then presented the English edition - 
produced thanks to a generous contribution by the 
European SCI-Chapters - of the book "Sustainable 
hunting" by Intergroup President M. EBNER. It gives 
an interesting and readable overview (230 pages, many 
illustrations) of 20 years of activities of the "Sustainable 
Hunting" Intergroup in the European Parliament, of 
the main EU "wildlife" legislation and of hunting in 
Europe. Copies may be ordered from the FACE 
Secretariat (info@face.eu) at a price of 15 €. 
 
 
 
16.03.2007 
 Towards a Community Guide 
for “game meat” hygiene?   
 The visit by the S.G. to the Veterinary School of the 
Ghent University was not merely an opportunity for 
him to return to the institute where he graduated back 
in 1974 as a Doctor in Veterinary medicine.  

The real purpose was to discuss with the Professor in 
charge of the Department "Meat Hygiene & Public 
Health" possibilities for motivated students to prepare 
theses or other study work on hunting-related topics.  
A first project would cover the drafting of a Community 
Guide to Good Practice, as laid down in the "Food 
Hygiene" Regulation 852/2004 (Article 9), having to 
deal with wild game and game meat.  
 
 
19.03.2007 
Spring brings a new 
Conservation Assistant   
My name is Christian LOOS and I have just joined 
FACE as an additional Conservation Assistant. I am 
originally from Bavaria, a region in the South of 
Germany. After finishing my studies in Forestry 
Science at the Technical University of Munich, I spent 
six month in South Africa doing an internship with the 
South African National Parks. The scope of my work 
consisted mainly of studies on rural development 
projects, especially for poor rural communities living 
next to forest areas. I am looking very much forward to 
the work at FACE. As a forester I am familiar with 
hunting and in possession of a German hunting license 
but I intend to considerably improve my knowledge of 
European hunting issues. 
 
 
20.03.2007 
Opening of the European 
Forestry House 
FACE was represented by the Public Affairs Officer and 
its new Conservation Assistant at the inauguration 
ceremony of the European Forestry House placed in the 
heart of Brussels, very close to the European 
Parliament. The renovated building that hosts five 
organisations - the European State Forests Association 
(EUSTAFOR), the Confederation of European Forest 
Owners (CEPF), the Forest-Based Sector Technology 
Platform, Forest Entrepreneurs (ENFE) and the European 
Forest Institute (EFI) - welcomed many guests in an 
informal atmosphere.  
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Among them several MEPs, such as J. DAUL, 
Chairman of the largest political group EPP-ED, Dr. M. 
EBNER, President of the “Hunting Intergroup”, and a 
large number of other spokespersons of the 
“countryside” sector.  
European Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural 
Development, Mariann FISCHER BOEL, stressed in 
her opening speech that she particularly appreciates 
the fact that all representatives of European forests 
speak with one voice now.  
Furthermore she underlined the importance of forests 
in reducing CO2 from the atmosphere, in providing 
biomass in order to generate biofuel and thus 
contribute to becoming more independent from not 
renewable forms of energy e.g. oil, gas. Last but not 
least forests offer jobs and recreation to millions of 
people.  
 
 
 
22.03.2007 
UNWIRE - Use of wild 
resources 
The coordinators of the UNWIRE (or “Use Nationally of 
Wild Resources across Europe”) project visited the FACE 
H.Q. for a meeting with the S.G. and the Biological Data 
Manager to examine possible collaboration. The 
purpose of this project is to assess and to demonstrate 
the socio-economic and ecological value of the use of 
wild species - animals, plants and fungi – throughout 
Europe. Recognising that in Europe too, sustainable 
and wise use of wild resources is important for the 
livelihoods of many people and for conserving 
biodiversity, the project wants to explore how 
governance may help maximise the values of such use. 
UNWIRE is part of an EU research project entitled 
“Governance and Ecosystem Management for the 
Conservation of Biodiversity” or GEM-CON-BIO - more 
information can be found: www.gemconbio.eu 
 
 
 
 
 

23.03.2007 
ARTEMIS - Centralising Bag 
Statistics in Europe 
The first coordination workshop for the ARTEMIS 
databank “Centralising Bag Statistics in Europe”, held 
in Brussels the day before the FACE General Assembly, 
was a great success and had clear support from all 
present. It was well attended by experts from FACE 
Member associations, in addition to governmental 
agencies or bodies dealing with the collection of bag 
Statistics, the DG ENV “Nature and Biodiversity” Unit 
and BirdLife International.  
It is expected that ARTEMIS  will considerably improve 
knowledge of and communication on bird hunting bag 
data in Europe, with the possibility of extending the 
project to other “game” species in the future. The 
contact person at FACE is the Biological Data Manager, 
Cy GRIFFIN. 
 
 
 
24.03.2007 
The FACE General Assembly  
in Brussels 
At this General Assembly – where 28 Full members and 
2 Associated members as well as the CIC were present or 
represented – participants were informed in detail 
about the current situation of the Guidance document for 
the “Birds” Directive (which could be subject of a 
formal Recommendation by the European commission to 
the Member States), about the efforts of FACE at the 
level of the European Parliament in the context of the 
examination by MEPs of the Proposal to amend the 
“Firearms” Directive, about the work plan for the 
“Sustainable Hunting, Biodiversity & Rural Activities” 
Intergroup and about the activities of the Secretariat in 
the domains of biodiversity (ARTEMIS  program, 
“NATURA 2000 & Sustainable Hunting” project, 
“Traps and Trapping methods” service contract) and of 
communication (Technical Group, Internet etc.).  
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The General Assembly also decided to re-launch the 
“Legal Affairs” Technical group with a view to 
strengthen the activities of FACE in the field of 
analysing relevant community texts, judgments by the 
Court of Justice of the E.C. and other tribunals, etc. The 
General Assembly further acknowledged the proposal 
by Hungary for the development by FACE of a 
European biometrical “trophies” database (called 
NIMROD) but was not able to react favourably to this 
request, in particular because this project is not a top 
priority for FACE.  
The next General Assembly will take place on Saturday 
8th September 2007 in Brussels.  
 
 
26.03.2007 
5th FACE - BirdLife 
International bilateral meeting 
Twice a year, FACE and BirdLife International have a 
formal meeting to assess progress (or lack of) in the 
implementation of the Agreement they signed in 
October 2004 and the fifth of such meetings took place 
at the FACE office. For FACE, Vice-President John 
SWIFT, the S.G., the Biological Data Manager Cy 
GRIFFIN and the newly appointed Conservation 
Assistant Christian LOOS participated. 
The structure of these meetings follows the different 
measures and actions foreseen under the ten points of 
the Agreement. While this meeting was no exception, 
the main focus was a broader reflection on 
development of the Sustainable Hunting Initiative, and 
its future orientation. A new element discussed at the 
meeting was the potential impact of biofuel production 
on biodiversity, a common concern for both FACE and 
BirdLife member organisations.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28.03.2007  
Concerting French 
stakeholders on EU issues 
The FACE President, S.G. and Deputy S.G. examined at 
the H.Q. of the national hunters’ federation F.N.C. in 
Paris the modalities for continuing, in application of 
Article 9 “Derogations” of the “Birds” Directive, the 
traditional hunting of Woodpigeons in the Ardèche 
Department during the month of March (only 25O 
birds shot in 2007). It is however likely that at longer 
term, such hunting should preferably take place as part 
of a wider agreement between hunters and nature 
protectors, covering a range of measures in favour of 
biodiversity (actions on the ground in support of 
species and sites, data collecting and population 
monitoring programmes, etc.). 
This visit to Paris was further an opportunity to 
discuss with French experts the current situation of the 
examination by the European Parliament of the 
Proposal to amend the “Firearms” Directive and to 
prepare a coherent political strategy for the coming  
weeks and months (votes in Committee and in the E.P. 
plenary).     
 
 
28.03.2007 
Informally about Biodiversity 
Conservation Assistant Christian LOOS attended the 
reception offered by NABU, the German Partner of 
Birdlife International, at the EU Representation of Lower 
Saxony in Brussels. BirdLife International’s Director 
General  Dr. Michael RANDS, mentioned in his 
welcome speech that conservation has to go hand in 
hand with sustainable development and that a global 
approach is needed. He referred to China, with the 
fastest growing bird watching community in the 
world, with strong support from the Chinese 
authorities.  NABU president Olaf TSCHIMPKE 
emphasized the need for more CO2 reduction efforts 
and for halting the biodiversity decline. The informal 
atmosphere - ecological buffet food and the presence of 
a German music band – were an excellent opportunity 
for exchanging ideas with politicians, officials, and 
representatives of industry and NGOs. 
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New Publications…  
 
“Managing our wildlife heritage” by Ron 
Thomson  
This book - 116 pages in a pocket format - is addressed 
to hunters and non-hunters alike. The author, for 
almost half a century actively involved in wildlife 
management in Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe) and South 
Africa, addresses problems of the well-being and 
proper management of Africa’s wildlife resources, also 
giving a clear explanation why the numbers of 
excessive wild animal populations (like the elephants 
of Kruger National Park) need to be controlled (by 
culling, capture and/or 
hunting) in the interests of 
maintaining South Africa’s 
biological diversity. This book 
contributes to creating genuine 
understanding and acceptance 
in the general public’s mind 
about how the natural world 
functions and how wildlife 
needs to be managed.  
 
 
“Managing our wildlife heritage” - Ron Thomson, 
116 P., Magron Publishers, € 11.00, ISBN 0-62 037-140-
4, magron@ripplesoft.co.za 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Should you intend to publish any of the articles from this newsletter, 
you may do so, as long as credit is attributed to the source. We also 
ask that you forward a copy of your article to the Editor 
communication@face.eu Thank you. 
The current issue and archives can be found in the “Newsletter” section 
of the FACE website www.face.eu 
 
To contact the authors: 
 

 
Dr. Yves LECOCQ - Secretary-General     
ylecocq@face.eu  

 
Manuel ESPARRAGO –  
Deputy Secretary-General     
publicaffairs@face.eu  

 
Max von STEYNITZ –  
Public Affairs Officer 
countryside@face.eu 

 
Christian LOO S –  
Conservation Assistant 
biodiversity@face.eu 

 
Cy GRIFFIN –  
Biological Data Manager 
biodata@face.eu  

 
Helene SOYER –  
Conservation Assistant 
conservation@face.eu 
 
Magdalena PECZEK 
Communication Assistant 
communication@face.eu 
 
Adrien de ROUBAIX 
Communication Assistant 
info@face.eu 
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InterFACE 
is a working group composed of those involved in 
communications within FACE Member Associations. 
 
Read on and discover what is happening in the hunting 
community across Europe!  
 
 

    
Belgium 
 

Veterinary network  
Hubertus Vereniging Vlaanderen (HVV) has started a 
whole new research project in order to find out what 
kinds of diseases are to be found on the Flemish 
hunting grounds. Hunters who find dead game in their 
area can now take it to the local veterinary, who is a 
member of the network. He will then send the sample 
to the University of Ghent so that the cause of death 
can be stated. The HVV scientific centre in Brussels will 
be informed about the results and give feedback to the 
hunters in the field. The costs for the autopsy and 
transport are paid by the hunters themselves.  
 
Partridge project 
The latest statistics show that the Flemish partridge 
population was not renewing. The statistics were 
provided by local wildlife management units for all of 
the Flemish area. Hubertus Vereniging Vlaanderen 
(HVV) got a lot of reactions from hunters who opposed 
these findings. To investigate this issue HVV started its 
“partridge project”. In the western part of the region, 
hunters were asked to submit the left wing from every 
partridge they shoot. At the moment, 1200 wings from 
partridges shot in 2006, have been received. The wing 
gives the organisation information about gender and 
an estimated age of every individual animal. Results of 
this monitoring project are expected in August 2007. 
 
(Source: P.Giedts, Hubertus Vereniging Vlaanderen (HVV) 

 
 
 

 
Latvia 
 
 

“Forest and Wood 2007“ 
Spring is a quiet period for hunters, a time to analyze 
the previous season and to prepare for the next one. 
There is also some time left for different social and 
educational activities. Latvian Hunters’ Association 
(LATMA) is participating in an exhibition “Forest and 
Wood 2007” (12 -15 of April) by bringing together all 
establishments of Latvia that are involved in hunting 
management. This is also a possibility for the general 
public to better understand what hunting is all about. 
General information about the exhibition is available 
also in English at www.bt1.lv  

 
Data collecting methods to be changed 
State Forest Service has concluded that data collecting 
methods used to identify the number of game animals 
are incomplete, letting irresponsible hunters and other 
persons concerned elevate unduly the numbers of 
populations to acquire more hunting licenses for 
limited game animals, such as wild boar, roe deer, red 
deer and moose. Respective amendments are being 
implemented. The amendments in general will affect 
those hunters that previously have submitted 
inaccurate data.  

 
(Source: Ainars Zvejnieks, Board Member of Latvian Hunters’ 
Association) 
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Lithuania 

 
 
Wolf hunting in Lithuania 
For several years in a row there is a tension in 
Lithuania because of the wolf hunting, as the 
Lithuanian Greens strive for it to be forbidden.  
 
Farmers and hunters oppose this idea because of the 
damage caused by wolves and their traditional value 
as an exclusive hunting trophy. At the same time 
Lithuanian scientists, who are investigating the 
population of these predators, do not suggest 
forbidding their hunt.  
However, the Ministry of Environment had fallen 
under the influence of the Greens and severely limited 
it in 2005. At the moment the hunting season that starts 
on the 1st of December is stopped when the number of 
20 hunted wolves is reached, whereas during the last 
decade from 50 to 100 wolves were hunted per year. 
This year the limit was reached in the middle of March 
and the opposing sides are already anxiously waiting 
for the scientists’ conclusions of how the population of 
wolves was affected by the significantly reduced 
hunting. 
 
(Source: Eugenijus TIJUSAS, Lithuania’s Hunters’ and Fishermen’ 
Association)  
 
 
 
 

 

The United Kingdom 
 

Hunters praised for monitoring bird flu 
Hunters have been praised by the UK government’s 
veterinary service for helping to provide an early 
warning system against bird flu. 
 
 

 
A team of 100 wildfowlers, who are all members of the 
British Association for Shooting and Conservation 
(BASC), took samples from birds at 22 sites across 
England, Scotland, Northern Ireland and Wales over 
six months.  
Although the vets have not detected highly pathogenic 
H5N1 in any of the 700 ducks and geese which were 
tested, they have found other strains of the virus which 
would not have been detected and provided valuable 
data for the government. 
 

Government scraps ancient game laws 
Ancient game laws which date back to 1831 have been 
scrapped by the UK government.  Hunters will no 
longer be required to buy a licence to shoot game. 
This licence, which anyone could buy at a Post Office, 
cost €9. The price has changed little since it was first 
introduced.  
At that time it was intended to prevent ordinary 
people from shooting game and if the price had kept 
place with inflation it would now cost more than 
€2,000. 
The government is also lifting the restriction on selling 
game meat outside the shooting season – which was 
introduced before refrigeration became widespread – 
and the requirement to have a licence to sell game 
meat. 
 
 
(Source: J.OLSTEAD, British Association for Shooting and 
Conservation (BASC) 
 

 


