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BIODIVERSITY 2020: THE PRIORITIES CONFERENCE

28 September 2011, Strasbourg, European Parliament - Biodiversity 2020: the priorities, a unique conference saw MEPs joining with European hunters and landowners through FACE*, ELO* and their key partners as well as national representatives from these groups, to create a meaningful discussion on the EU Biodiversity Strategy 2020 and together find the concrete actions that we can take in order to achieve the 2020 headline target. 

MEPs Véronique Mathieu and Giancarlo Scottà chaired the conference and were joined by high-level speakers from BirdLife International, WWF, ELO, and FACE as well as the European Commission’s Director General for the Environment, Karl Falkenberg. Scottà’s welcome set the scene, that “to maintain biodiversity is our duty for future generations.” The Commission’s Karl Falkenberg gave an overview of the issues at hand in the EU Biodiversity Strategy, noting that across the board “we need to look at the size of ecosystems, not of nations or municipalities.” 
Almost 100 participants representing the EU, national and local views from across Europe gathered, with the diversity of interest groups reflecting the universal importance of biodiversity – from the International Fur Trade Federation to The Environment Bank’s Executive Director, Guy Duke, and MEPs Markus Pieper (Germany), Ioan Enciu (Romania), Anna Rosbach (Denmark), Jaromír Kohlícek (Czech Republic) and Robert Sturdy (UK). FACE Representatives from Italy, Denmark, France, Germany and the Nordic Hunters’ Cooperation joined the discussion.
Amidst the current EU’s economic crisis, politicians, private sector representatives and NGOs recognised the intrinsic links between the well-being of biodiversity and our economy. MEP Véronique Mathieu noted that “partnerships are the key for the development and implementation of an ambitious, realistic and balanced strategy. Today, we are sending a very positive message: all the groups here are for biodiversity and will act for it.”

 “Nature needs all the friends it can get.” says FACE’s Chief Executive Angus Middleton – a reality echoed by BirdLife Europe’s Director Angelo Caserta: “Biodiversity is crucial to our very existence. Without it many important economic activities, including fishing and farming, would cease. Ambitious conservation action is needed in Europe, not just to achieve the EU’s 2020 target, but also for sake of its citizens and its economy.”

WWF’s Alberto Arroyo highlighted the economic aspect: “The ongoing EU budget debate is a unique opportunity to ensure maximum synergies and benefits for people, nature and our economy. To unlock the economic potential of the Natura 2000 network we need an investment of 1 Euro per month per citizen only – or 0.05 % of the EU GDP. Losing biodiversity will cost us almost 100 times more.” The economic factor is being addressed by hunters, the FACE Biodiversity Manifesto noting that: “It has been estimated that hunters in the EU alone spend annually some 16 billion €, a good portion of which goes back to nature.” 
The FACE Biodiversity Manifesto underlines the rigourous and active commitment made by FACE, its Members and the 7 million European hunters they represent to ensure that hunting is sustainable and contributes positively to biodiversity conservation. 

The FACE Biodiversity Manifesto aligns itself with the EU Biodiversity Strategy 2020, directly addressing four of its six targets
 feeding into the 2020 headline target
. The 34 action points address a host of EU biodiversity priority areas and promote cooperation with other sectors and stakeholders such as farmers, land and forest owners, conservation NGOs and public authorities.

With the Biodiversity Manifesto estimating “that hunters contribute to the management of over 65% of the EU’s countryside”, ELO’s Mark Thomasin-Foster observed: “We are facing complex demographic, climatic, ecological and economic challenges which pressure our environment. EU farms and foresters as multi public goods providers are able to face these pressures. EU land managers can save EU biodiversity, but the EU must adopt significant policies and give them the right tools.” 
EU Background – why now?

In June the European Council endorsed the EU Biodiversity Strategy 2020
, as presented by the Commission Communication
 in May and emphasised the need for further discussions at the Council meeting in December on the Strategies’ targets and actions.

In the meantime, the European Parliament will draft and adopt their Own-Initiative Report on the Strategy to put forward its own recommendations to the Commission.

These pivotal EU activities have catalysed this conference - unparalleled until now - through a shared commitment to nature and the immediate necessity to clarify priorities together in a balanced and integrated movement for biodiversity. 
**ENDS**
NOTES TO EDITORS
Hunters and Biodiversity

The Biodiversity Manifesto, a long term commitment by European hunters. It is made up of 8 themes which break down into 34 measurable actions:

1. Habitats; 5 actions

2. Species; 9 actions

3. Protected areas; 4 actions

4. Sustainable use; 5 actions

5. Green infrastructure; 3 actions

6. Ecosystem services; 4 actions

7. Investing in nature; 3 actions

8. Hunters for nature; 1 action

Organisers: 
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 FACE (Federation of Associations for Hunting and Conservation of the EU) represents and promotes the interests of over 7 million European hunters in accordance with sustainable use of wildlife. It is an international non-profit making NGO whose Members are the national hunters' associations within 38 states of the Council of Europe, including the EU27, as well as 4 Associate Members. www.face.eu
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European Landowners' Organization



ELO (European Landowners Organization) is a unique federation of 67 national associations across the EU27 which represents the interests of landowners, rural managers and entrepreneurs at the European level. ELO defends and promotes a dynamic, prosperous and sustainable countryside based on high environmental standards, economic viability and social fabric. www.elo.org
Partners: 
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BirdLife Europe, part of BirdLife International is a global Partnership of conservation organisations that strives to conserve birds, their habitats and global biodiversity, working with people towards sustainability in the use of natural resources. The BirdLife Partnership operates in 117 countries and territories worldwide. BirdLife Europe supports the European and Central Asian Partnership for BirdLife International and is present in 45 countries and all EU Member States. http://europe.birdlife.org 
[image: image4.jpg]©

WWF



WWF is one of the world's largest and most respected independent conservation organisations, with over 5 million supporters and a global network active in over 100 countries.  WWF's mission is to stop the degradation of the earth's natural environment and to build a future in which humans live in harmony with nature, by conserving the world's biological diversity, ensuring that the use of renewable natural resources is sustainable, and promoting the reduction of pollution and wasteful consumption. www.wwf.eu 

For further information, interviews, quotes, photos, please contact: 
Marilise Saghbini, Communication Manager, marilise.saghbini@face.eu - +32 4 98 56 70 21
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� “Halting the loss of biodiversity and the degradation of ecosystem services in the EU by 2020, and restoring them in so far as feasible, while stepping up the EU contribution to averting global biodiversity loss.” 
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